
WCES Presentation 4.23.26
Mesa County Economic Trends (Version 2)

By Nathan Perry, Ph.D.  
Professor of Economics 

Colorado Mesa University

1



National Themes

1) Softening labor market

2) Oil and geopolitics key near term swing factor

3) Inflation is back up which keeps the Fed boxed in

4) Tariffs are still impacting business and inflation, and 

there is still uncertainty surrounding the tariff situation

5) Housing is still a major macro and generational problem
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Non-Farm Payrolls
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Unemployment Rate
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Job Openings and Quits (JOLTS)
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National GDP

Atlanta GDP Now: -2.2% 
growth for Q1 2025
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Inflation and the 10 Year Treasury
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Effective Tariff Rate (Yale Budget Lab)
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Oil/Gas Prices
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Employment Cost Index
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Change in M2
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Debt/GDP
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Deficit/GDP
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National Consumer Confidence (U of Mich)
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Population Estimates 2025-2050

15

Mesa Montrose Delta Garfield Rio Blanco Moffat Routt
2025 162,593 45,102 32,776 63,220 6,602 13,067 25,229
2030 167,904 46,389 33,657 65,876 6,490 13,014 25,887
2035 175,980 48,324 34,769 70,684 6,255 13,021 26,996
2040 181,530 49,824 35,665 75,562 6,028 13,043 27,878
2045 185,292 50,878 36,440 79,987 5,792 13,041 28,459
2050 188,565 51,573 37,200 83,161 5,540 12,989 28,775
2055 191,688 52,106 37,953 85,564 5,282 12,922 28,963
2060 194,895 52,641 38,726 87,824 5,019 12,860 29,123


Sheet 1

		TABLE 3.    PRELIMINARY  POPULATION   FORECASTS  BY  COUNTY,   2000  -  2060

		Vintage 2024 Prepared October 2025

						       SDO Est.		       SDO Est.		       SDO Est.		       SDO Est.		       SDO Est.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		SDO Proj.		Average Annual Percent Change

		FIPS		COUNTIES		July, 2050		July, 2005		July, 2015		July, 2015		July, 2020		July, 2025		July, 2030		July, 2035		July, 2040		July, 2045		July, 2050		July, 2055		July, 2060		00-05		05-10		10-15		15-20		20-25		25-30		30-35		35-40		40-45		45-50		50-55		55-60

		0		COLORADO		4,338,801		4,662,534		5,050,332		5,446,593		5,786,877		5,989,883		6,227,730		6,531,580		6,793,740		7,012,175		7,205,047		7,380,464		7,544,962		1.45%		1.61%		1.52%		1.22%		0.69%		0.78%		0.96%		0.79%		0.63%		0.54%		0.48%		0.44%

		1		Adams		351,734		395,384		443,711		490,351		520,489		548,596		580,091		617,749		651,678		682,588		712,139		740,218		766,750		2.37%		2.33%		2.02%		1.20%		1.06%		1.12%		1.27%		1.08%		0.93%		0.85%		0.78%		0.71%

		3		Alamosa		15,097		15,395		15,474		15,885		16,373		16,626		16,749		16,950		17,145		17,304		17,436		17,555		17,681		0.39%		0.10%		0.53%		0.61%		0.31%		0.15%		0.24%		0.23%		0.18%		0.15%		0.14%		0.14%

		5		Arapahoe		490,722		528,214		574,819		629,965		655,288		667,885		692,570		728,427		763,856		794,906		823,938		851,589		878,743		1.48%		1.71%		1.85%		0.79%		0.38%		0.73%		1.01%		0.95%		0.80%		0.72%		0.66%		0.63%

		7		Archuleta		10,042		11,402		12,060		12,009		13,429		14,092		14,323		15,125		15,878		16,601		17,280		17,922		18,542		2.57%		1.13%		-0.08%		2.26%		0.97%		0.33%		1.10%		0.98%		0.89%		0.81%		0.73%		0.68%

		9		Baca		4,500		4,098		3,795		3,530		3,478		3,412		3,392		3,349		3,323		3,311		3,306		3,306		3,313		-1.85%		-1.52%		-1.44%		-0.30%		-0.38%		-0.12%		-0.26%		-0.15%		-0.07%		-0.03%		-0.00%		0.05%

		11		Bent		5,966		6,261		6,506		5,966		5,479		5,801		5,773		5,664		5,565		5,470		5,376		5,272		5,158		0.97%		0.77%		-1.72%		-1.69%		1.15%		-0.10%		-0.38%		-0.35%		-0.35%		-0.34%		-0.39%		-0.44%

		13		Boulder		276,254		282,910		295,605		320,352		330,951		329,440		334,116		343,436		351,954		358,185		360,910		361,442		360,999		0.48%		0.88%		1.62%		0.65%		-0.09%		0.28%		0.55%		0.49%		0.35%		0.15%		0.03%		-0.02%

		14		Broomfield		38,545		48,251		56,107		65,831		74,502		79,402		85,540		92,092		97,465		102,302		107,494		112,917		118,118		4.59%		3.06%		3.25%		2.51%		1.28%		1.50%		1.49%		1.14%		0.97%		0.99%		0.99%		0.90%

		15		Chaffee		16,312		17,022		17,797		18,108		19,485		20,954		21,753		22,139		22,260		22,212		21,988		21,709		21,443		0.86%		0.89%		0.35%		1.48%		1.46%		0.75%		0.35%		0.11%		-0.04%		-0.20%		-0.26%		-0.25%

		17		Cheyenne		2,214		2,041		1,834		1,806		1,745		1,710		1,684		1,656		1,630		1,588		1,520		1,440		1,359		-1.61%		-2.12%		-0.31%		-0.68%		-0.41%		-0.30%		-0.34%		-0.31%		-0.52%		-0.87%		-1.08%		-1.15%

		19		Clear Creek		9,360		9,392		9,155		9,158		9,398		9,074		9,159		9,470		9,727		9,924		10,030		10,107		10,210		0.07%		-0.51%		0.01%		0.52%		-0.70%		0.19%		0.67%		0.54%		0.40%		0.21%		0.15%		0.20%

		21		Conejos		8,407		8,500		8,282		7,930		7,455		7,553		7,616		7,678		7,707		7,679		7,603		7,513		7,426		0.22%		-0.52%		-0.86%		-1.23%		0.26%		0.17%		0.16%		0.07%		-0.07%		-0.20%		-0.24%		-0.23%

		23		Costilla		3,673		3,695		3,532		3,516		3,503		3,707		3,628		3,510		3,395		3,282		3,163		3,049		2,944		0.12%		-0.90%		-0.09%		-0.07%		1.14%		-0.43%		-0.66%		-0.66%		-0.67%		-0.74%		-0.73%		-0.70%

		25		Crowley		5,128		5,437		5,838		5,839		5,689		5,644		5,677		5,721		5,778		5,847		5,925		6,008		6,095		1.18%		1.43%		0.00%		-0.52%		-0.16%		0.12%		0.15%		0.20%		0.24%		0.26%		0.28%		0.29%

		27		Custer		3,518		4,045		4,272		4,467		4,721		5,543		5,695		5,965		6,174		6,453		6,779		7,125		7,485		2.83%		1.10%		0.90%		1.11%		3.26%		0.54%		0.93%		0.69%		0.89%		0.99%		1.00%		0.99%

		29		Delta		27,910		29,412		30,889		30,039		31,058		32,776		33,657		34,769		35,665		36,440		37,200		37,953		38,726		1.05%		0.98%		-0.56%		0.67%		1.08%		0.53%		0.65%		0.51%		0.43%		0.41%		0.40%		0.40%

		31		Denver		556,740		559,459		604,879		675,534		717,626		731,070		758,616		791,220		813,593		824,955		834,260		842,093		848,617		0.10%		1.57%		2.23%		1.22%		0.37%		0.74%		0.85%		0.56%		0.28%		0.22%		0.19%		0.15%

		33		Dolores		1,847		1,888		2,060		2,087		2,078		2,154		2,098		2,092		2,078		2,080		2,087		2,096		2,108		0.44%		1.76%		0.26%		-0.09%		0.72%		-0.53%		-0.06%		-0.13%		0.02%		0.07%		0.09%		0.11%

		35		Douglas		180,511		244,442		287,124		322,079		360,315		401,211		436,921		470,833		501,601		528,255		550,552		568,781		583,363		6.25%		3.27%		2.32%		2.27%		2.17%		1.72%		1.51%		1.27%		1.04%		0.83%		0.65%		0.51%

		37		Eagle		43,288		47,278		52,057		52,780		55,673		53,715		54,495		58,287		62,042		65,393		68,442		71,262		74,030		1.78%		1.94%		0.28%		1.07%		-0.71%		0.29%		1.35%		1.26%		1.06%		0.92%		0.81%		0.76%

		39		Elbert		20,102		22,259		23,107		24,061		26,223		29,922		31,779		33,682		34,325		34,177		34,008		33,857		33,702		2.06%		0.75%		0.81%		1.74%		2.67%		1.21%		1.17%		0.38%		-0.09%		-0.10%		-0.09%		-0.09%

		41		El Paso		519,803		569,322		627,232		677,969		733,831		757,067		793,776		845,416		892,456		932,453		965,622		995,129		1,023,604		1.84%		1.96%		1.57%		1.60%		0.63%		0.95%		1.27%		1.09%		0.88%		0.70%		0.60%		0.57%

		43		Fremont		46,369		46,447		46,854		47,213		48,891		49,786		49,215		49,624		50,041		50,595		51,409		52,317		53,205		0.03%		0.17%		0.15%		0.70%		0.36%		-0.23%		0.17%		0.17%		0.22%		0.32%		0.35%		0.34%

		45		Garfield		44,239		49,256		56,150		57,495		61,799		63,220		65,876		70,684		75,562		79,987		83,161		85,564		87,824		2.17%		2.65%		0.47%		1.45%		0.46%		0.83%		1.42%		1.34%		1.14%		0.78%		0.57%		0.52%

		47		Gilpin		4,807		4,892		5,463		5,553		5,824		6,015		6,136		6,376		6,544		6,687		6,825		6,976		7,149		0.35%		2.23%		0.33%		0.96%		0.65%		0.40%		0.77%		0.52%		0.43%		0.41%		0.44%		0.49%

		49		Grand		12,852		13,897		14,790		14,961		15,750		16,349		16,895		17,539		18,126		18,627		19,078		19,538		20,039		1.58%		1.25%		0.23%		1.03%		0.75%		0.66%		0.75%		0.66%		0.55%		0.48%		0.48%		0.51%

		51		Gunnison		13,988		14,473		15,309		15,826		16,945		17,249		17,546		18,122		18,722		19,227		19,695		20,156		20,600		0.68%		1.13%		0.67%		1.38%		0.36%		0.34%		0.65%		0.65%		0.53%		0.48%		0.46%		0.44%

		53		Hinsdale		792		813		843		813		792		741		730		730		731		736		742		743		738		0.52%		0.73%		-0.72%		-0.52%		-1.33%		-0.28%		-0.01%		0.03%		0.13%		0.17%		0.04%		-0.14%

		55		Huerfano		7,826		7,823		6,655		6,706		6,834		6,994		6,733		6,375		6,043		5,762		5,541		5,372		5,237		-0.01%		-3.18%		0.15%		0.38%		0.46%		-0.76%		-1.09%		-1.06%		-0.95%		-0.78%		-0.62%		-0.51%

		57		Jackson		1,574		1,492		1,387		1,381		1,377		1,228		1,165		1,136		1,111		1,083		1,047		1,013		983		-1.06%		-1.45%		-0.09%		-0.06%		-2.27%		-1.05%		-0.50%		-0.45%		-0.50%		-0.67%		-0.66%		-0.61%

		59		Jefferson		526,716		523,517		535,651		565,161		583,138		577,837		585,095		597,244		608,028		617,308		623,814		628,907		633,902		-0.12%		0.46%		1.08%		0.63%		-0.18%		0.25%		0.41%		0.36%		0.30%		0.21%		0.16%		0.16%

		61		Kiowa		1,612		1,543		1,399		1,406		1,454		1,416		1,395		1,370		1,348		1,324		1,300		1,276		1,253		-0.87%		-1.94%		0.10%		0.67%		-0.53%		-0.29%		-0.37%		-0.32%		-0.36%		-0.37%		-0.37%		-0.36%

		63		Kit Carson		7,975		7,998		8,267		7,561		7,069		7,070		7,085		7,104		7,134		7,173		7,227		7,277		7,319		0.06%		0.66%		-1.77%		-1.34%		0.00%		0.04%		0.05%		0.08%		0.11%		0.15%		0.14%		0.11%

		65		Lake		7,939		7,284		7,282		7,159		7,413		7,361		7,661		8,032		8,359		8,602		8,784		8,945		9,115		-1.71%		-0.01%		-0.34%		0.70%		-0.14%		0.80%		0.95%		0.80%		0.57%		0.42%		0.36%		0.38%

		67		La Plata		44,578		47,713		51,441		54,300		55,673		57,239		58,370		59,662		60,648		61,563		62,598		63,680		64,786		1.37%		1.52%		1.09%		0.50%		0.56%		0.39%		0.44%		0.33%		0.30%		0.33%		0.34%		0.34%

		69		Larimer		253,087		275,873		300,532		333,445		359,957		376,261		388,366		404,700		419,174		432,192		444,673		456,262		467,045		1.74%		1.73%		2.10%		1.54%		0.89%		0.64%		0.83%		0.71%		0.61%		0.57%		0.52%		0.47%

		71		Las Animas		15,286		15,570		15,407		14,997		14,491		14,687		14,497		13,884		13,107		12,214		11,243		10,318		9,450		0.37%		-0.21%		-0.54%		-0.68%		0.27%		-0.26%		-0.86%		-1.15%		-1.40%		-1.64%		-1.70%		-1.74%

		73		Lincoln		6,164		5,787		5,474		5,553		5,662		5,595		5,632		5,652		5,648		5,663		5,687		5,707		5,719		-1.25%		-1.11%		0.29%		0.39%		-0.24%		0.13%		0.07%		-0.01%		0.05%		0.08%		0.07%		0.04%

		75		Logan		20,656		22,088		22,293		21,873		21,205		20,866		20,869		20,764		20,643		20,497		20,278		19,974		19,640		1.35%		0.18%		-0.38%		-0.62%		-0.32%		0.00%		-0.10%		-0.12%		-0.14%		-0.21%		-0.30%		-0.34%

		77		Mesa		117,649		128,999		147,155		148,774		156,010		162,593		167,904		175,980		181,530		185,292		188,565		191,688		194,895		1.86%		2.67%		0.22%		0.95%		0.83%		0.64%		0.94%		0.62%		0.41%		0.35%		0.33%		0.33%

		79		Mineral		836		806		705		755		871		938		946		940		924		901		873		846		823		-0.73%		-2.64%		1.38%		2.90%		1.49%		0.17%		-0.13%		-0.33%		-0.51%		-0.62%		-0.64%		-0.55%

		81		Moffat		13,182		12,965		13,806		13,038		13,267		13,067		13,014		13,021		13,043		13,041		12,989		12,922		12,860		-0.33%		1.26%		-1.14%		0.35%		-0.30%		-0.08%		0.01%		0.03%		-0.00%		-0.08%		-0.10%		-0.10%

		83		Montezuma		23,852		24,603		25,532		25,522		25,891		26,962		27,027		27,082		26,953		26,773		26,667		26,584		26,500		0.62%		0.74%		-0.01%		0.29%		0.81%		0.05%		0.04%		-0.10%		-0.13%		-0.08%		-0.06%		-0.06%

		85		Montrose		33,579		36,997		41,188		41,457		42,814		45,102		46,389		48,324		49,824		50,878		51,573		52,106		52,641		1.96%		2.17%		0.13%		0.65%		1.05%		0.56%		0.82%		0.61%		0.42%		0.27%		0.21%		0.20%

		87		Morgan		27,250		27,947		28,196		28,335		29,082		30,407		31,123		31,928		32,633		33,245		33,862		34,479		35,044		0.51%		0.18%		0.10%		0.52%		0.90%		0.47%		0.51%		0.44%		0.37%		0.37%		0.36%		0.33%

		89		Otero		20,244		19,370		18,838		18,817		18,670		17,744		17,330		16,884		16,380		15,819		15,235		14,638		14,039		-0.88%		-0.56%		-0.02%		-0.16%		-1.01%		-0.47%		-0.52%		-0.60%		-0.69%		-0.75%		-0.80%		-0.83%

		91		Ouray		3,776		4,084		4,446		4,550		4,877		5,192		5,206		5,312		5,463		5,669		5,938		6,231		6,539		1.58%		1.71%		0.46%		1.40%		1.26%		0.06%		0.40%		0.56%		0.74%		0.93%		0.97%		0.97%

		93		Park		14,728		16,061		16,262		15,975		17,419		18,481		19,205		19,728		20,067		20,274		20,409		20,535		20,685		1.75%		0.25%		-0.36%		1.75%		1.19%		0.77%		0.54%		0.34%		0.21%		0.13%		0.12%		0.15%

		95		Phillips		4,451		4,548		4,465		4,499		4,523		4,475		4,487		4,486		4,476		4,450		4,418		4,383		4,348		0.43%		-0.37%		0.15%		0.11%		-0.21%		0.05%		-0.00%		-0.04%		-0.12%		-0.15%		-0.16%		-0.16%

		97		Pitkin		15,763		16,136		17,156		17,701		17,358		16,465		16,444		16,534		16,556		16,605		16,743		16,884		17,036		0.47%		1.23%		0.63%		-0.39%		-1.05%		-0.03%		0.11%		0.03%		0.06%		0.17%		0.17%		0.18%

		99		Prowers		14,452		13,510		12,531		11,891		12,013		12,022		12,028		11,847		11,650		11,448		11,230		10,995		10,746		-1.34%		-1.49%		-1.04%		0.20%		0.01%		0.01%		-0.30%		-0.33%		-0.35%		-0.39%		-0.42%		-0.46%

		101		Pueblo		141,854		149,969		159,496		162,449		168,339		170,033		171,569		173,995		173,045		171,438		169,787		168,621		167,578		1.12%		1.24%		0.37%		0.71%		0.20%		0.18%		0.28%		-0.11%		-0.19%		-0.19%		-0.14%		-0.12%

		103		Rio Blanco		5,967		5,818		6,617		6,621		6,522		6,602		6,490		6,255		6,028		5,792		5,540		5,282		5,019		-0.50%		2.61%		0.01%		-0.30%		0.24%		-0.34%		-0.73%		-0.74%		-0.79%		-0.89%		-0.95%		-1.02%

		105		Rio Grande		12,429		12,696		12,001		11,778		11,537		11,087		10,895		10,681		10,379		9,959		9,395		8,773		8,152		0.43%		-1.12%		-0.37%		-0.41%		-0.79%		-0.35%		-0.40%		-0.57%		-0.82%		-1.16%		-1.36%		-1.46%

		107		Routt		20,122		21,453		23,439		23,824		24,837		25,229		25,887		26,996		27,878		28,459		28,775		28,963		29,123		1.29%		1.79%		0.33%		0.84%		0.31%		0.52%		0.84%		0.65%		0.41%		0.22%		0.13%		0.11%

		109		Saguache		5,982		6,284		6,144		6,183		6,391		6,666		6,736		6,805		6,840		6,858		6,873		6,905		6,960		0.99%		-0.45%		0.13%		0.66%		0.85%		0.21%		0.20%		0.10%		0.05%		0.05%		0.09%		0.16%

		111		San Juan		574		645		709		696		711		840		862		850		841		844		850		855		861		2.36%		1.91%		-0.37%		0.43%		3.38%		0.52%		-0.26%		-0.23%		0.09%		0.13%		0.11%		0.16%

		113		San Miguel		6,614		7,045		7,356		7,825		8,056		7,742		8,022		8,599		9,087		9,454		9,715		9,914		10,104		1.27%		0.87%		1.24%		0.58%		-0.79%		0.71%		1.40%		1.11%		0.79%		0.55%		0.41%		0.38%

		115		Sedgwick		2,742		2,578		2,367		2,388		2,391		2,250		2,196		2,168		2,150		2,146		2,146		2,155		2,173		-1.23%		-1.69%		0.18%		0.03%		-1.21%		-0.48%		-0.26%		-0.17%		-0.03%		-0.00%		0.08%		0.17%

		117		Summit		25,708		26,623		28,073		30,268		31,238		30,781		31,446		32,321		33,118		33,782		34,348		34,850		35,338		0.70%		1.07%		1.52%		0.63%		-0.29%		0.43%		0.55%		0.49%		0.40%		0.33%		0.29%		0.28%

		119		Teller		21,067		22,505		23,441		23,006		24,747		24,826		24,897		25,145		25,266		25,423		25,779		26,205		26,659		1.33%		0.82%		-0.37%		1.47%		0.06%		0.06%		0.20%		0.10%		0.12%		0.28%		0.33%		0.34%

		121		Washington		4,942		4,995		4,815		4,682		4,813		4,677		4,581		4,511		4,368		4,203		4,026		3,841		3,647		0.21%		-0.73%		-0.56%		0.55%		-0.57%		-0.41%		-0.31%		-0.64%		-0.77%		-0.85%		-0.94%		-1.03%

		123		Weld		183,074		223,432		254,230		284,855		331,459		378,531		410,819		447,128		479,150		509,019		539,546		570,042		599,602		4.06%		2.62%		2.30%		3.08%		2.69%		1.65%		1.71%		1.39%		1.22%		1.17%		1.11%		1.02%

		125		Yuma		9,815		9,892		10,032		10,039		9,978		9,906		9,852		9,832		9,828		9,761		9,605		9,403		9,174		0.16%		0.28%		0.01%		-0.12%		-0.14%		-0.11%		-0.04%		-0.01%		-0.14%		-0.32%		-0.43%		-0.49%





Sheet1

												Mesa		Montrose		Delta		Garfield		Rio Blanco		Moffat 		Routt

				Oct 2025 Estimates						2025		162,593		45,102		32,776		63,220		6,602		13,067		25,229

										2030		167,904		46,389		33,657		65,876		6,490		13,014		25,887

										2035		175,980		48,324		34,769		70,684		6,255		13,021		26,996

										2040		181,530		49,824		35,665		75,562		6,028		13,043		27,878

										2045		185,292		50,878		36,440		79,987		5,792		13,041		28,459

										2050		188,565		51,573		37,200		83,161		5,540		12,989		28,775

										2055		191,688		52,106		37,953		85,564		5,282		12,922		28,963

										2060		194,895		52,641		38,726		87,824		5,019		12,860		29,123

				Oct 2024 Estimates						2020		155,993		42,810		31,052		61,791		6,521		13,265		24,834

										2025		162,833		45,413		32,027		64,496		6,511		13,037		25,786

										2030		174,827		48,327		33,286		69,950		6,440		12,851		27,336

										2035		187,931		50,973		34,303		76,392		6,291		12,706		28,840

										2040		198,890		52,958		35,029		82,780		6,147		12,577		30,133

										2045		207,560		54,152		35,512		88,422		5,978		12,435		31,082

										2050		214,206		54,586		35,769		92,516		5,773		12,261		31,700

										2025		-0.15%		-0.69%		2.29%		-2.02%		1.38%		0.23%		-2.21%

				% Change						2030		-4.12%		-4.18%		1.10%		-6.18%		0.77%		1.25%		-5.60%

										2035		-6.79%		-5.48%		1.34%		-8.08%		-0.58%		2.42%		-6.83%

										2040		-9.56%		-6.29%		1.78%		-9.55%		-1.97%		3.57%		-8.09%

										2045		-12.02%		-6.44%		2.55%		-10.55%		-3.21%		4.65%		-9.22%

										2050		-13.60%		-5.84%		3.85%		-11.25%		-4.21%		5.60%		-10.17%
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Mesa Age Distribution by Generation
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Colorado Age Distribution by Generation
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Colorado Economic Overview

• Economy: Colorado was a top-5 state economy from 2009 to 2024 (5th-fastest real GDP 
growth, 6th-fastest population growth) but has slipped to middle-of-the-pack rankings. 2026 
projected job growth of 0.6% is well below the state's long-run average. (CU Leeds 2026 
Colorado Business Economic Outlook)

• Population: Passed 6 million in 2025 but grew only 0.4%, the slowest rate since 1989. 
Domestic migration went negative for the first time since 2004, with more people leaving for 
other states than arriving.

• Migration: International migration collapsed from about 58,000 arrivals in 2024 down to 
roughly 15,000 in 2025, an approximately 70% drop that removed a key source of labor force 
growth. (Colorado State Demography Office; U.S. Census Bureau)

• Budget: The state faces a ~$1.5 billion budget shortfall and no TABOR refunds this year. 
(Colorado Legislative Council Staff March 2026 forecast)
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Colorado Economic Overview

• Housing: The housing market has reset statewide. Prices have softened year-over-year 
(roughly 1–2% statewide, varying by segment), inventory is rising, the single-family 
market is resilient, but the condo and townhome segment is weak. (Colorado Association 
of Realtors Market Trends Reports, 2025)

• Oil & Gas: Colorado's oil and gas industry is a tale of two states. In 2025, Weld County 
recorded 507 of the state's 703 well starts, while the entire Piceance Basin (Garfield, 
Mesa, Rio Blanco) had just 118 combined. Garfield hit a multi-decade low of 22 well starts 
in 2024 before partially rebounding to 51 in 2025. (Colorado Energy & Carbon 
Management Commission)

• Federal Workforce: Colorado has about 57,000 federal workers, and the state has seen 
significant federal job losses over the past year through layoffs, buyouts, and deferred 
resignations. (CDLE; Partnership for Public Service)
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Regional GDP Comparison
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Mesa Real GDP
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Biggest gains:
1) Retail Trade
2) Oil/gas
3) Real Estate
4) Healthcare
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Changes in Mesa GDP (in thousands)

29

-$49,967

-$4,274

-$2,892

-$168

$182

$1,153

$3,409

$4,842

$7,869

$10,613

$13,803

$17,568

$21,576

$23,457

$28,068

$41,657

$74,918

$79,589

$92,191

$102,698

-$80,000 -$60,000 -$40,000 -$20,000 $0 $20,000 $40,000 $60,000 $80,000 $100,000 $120,000

    Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction

    Manufacturing

      Accommodation and food services

    Utilities

    Retail trade

      Management of companies and enterprises

    Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

      Arts, entertainment, and recreation

    Information

      Educational services

    Wholesale trade

    Other services (except government and government enterprises)

      Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services

      Professional, scientific, and technical services

    Transportation and warehousing

      Finance and insurance

    Construction

Government and government enterprises

      Real estate and rental and leasing

      Health care and social assistance



Mesa County Median Household Income
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Mesa County Poverty Rate
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Mesa County Per Capita Income
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Mesa County Employment
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Unemployed/Unemployment Rate
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Feb 25: 5.6% unemployment
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Mesa Jobs
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Mesa County Jobs by Sector
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Colorado Jobs by Sector
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Mesa Base Industries
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Base Industry Definitions
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• Agriculture: Jobs in agricultural production, inputs, processing, and related activities, as well as jobs supported by the agriculture industry.

• Government: Jobs in federal and state government, including higher education and military, along with jobs supported by government 

employment.

• Manufacturing: Jobs in manufacturing establishments and additional jobs supported by manufacturing activities.

• Other Household Income: Jobs providing local services and supported by resident spending of unearned income from dividends, interest, and 

rents.

• Regional Service: Jobs in construction, communications, trade & transportation, professional & business services, finance & insurance, private 

education & healthcare that serve a multi-county region or the nation, including jobs supported by these industries.

• Retirees: Jobs providing local services to retirees and supported by retiree spending from sources like Social Security, pensions, and investment 

income.

• Tourism: Jobs at resorts, tourist attraction, lodging, restaurants, retail, entertainment venues, and transportation services related to tourism, as 

well as additional jobs supported by tourist spending.

• Transfer Payments: Jobs providing services to recipients of public assistance programs and supported by their spending or transfer payment 

income.

• Mining: Jobs in mine operations, and mining support activities, as well as other jobs supported by the mining industry.

• Commuter: Jobs providing local services to and supported by the spending of income earned by residents who commute to jobs outside the 

region.



Western Slope Base Industries
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Mesa/Garfield Oil Gas QCEW Data
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Western Slope Drilling Permits and Jobs
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30 Year Mortgage
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Real Estate Median and Average Sales Price
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Days on Market
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Sources
• Slide 3: BLS Current Employment Statistics (via FRED)
• Slide 4: BLS Current Population Survey (via FRED)
• Slide 5: BLS JOLTS (via FRED)
• Slide 6: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis; Atlanta Fed GDPNow
• Slide 7: BLS CPI; U.S. Treasury (via FRED)
• Slide 8: Yale Budget Lab (https://zenodo.org/records/15151392)
• Slide 9: U.S. Energy Information Administration (via FRED)
• Slide 10: BLS Employment Cost Index (via FRED)
• Slide 11: Federal Reserve H.6 (via FRED)
• Slide 12: U.S. Treasury; U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (via FRED)
• Slide 13: Congressional Budget Office; U.S. Treasury
• Slide 14: University of Michigan Surveys of Consumers
• Slides 15-21: Colorado State Demography Office
• Slides 22-24: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 DHC (visualization by Colorado State Demography Office)
• Slides 25-26: CU Leeds 2026 Colorado Business Economic Outlook; U.S. Census; CO State Demography Office; Colorado Legislative Council Staff; Governor’s OSPB; Colorado 

Association of Realtors; Colorado Energy and Carbon Management Commission; CDLE
• Slides 27-29: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (Regional GDP)
• Slide 30: U.S. Census Bureau SAIPE
• Slide 31: U.S. Census Bureau SAIPE
• Slide 32: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (CA1 Personal Income)
• Slides 33-34: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (LAUS)
• Slide 35: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (CAEMP25N)
• Slides 36-37: Colorado State Demography Office and Bureau of Labor Statistics
• Slides 38, 40: BLS QCEW (visualization by Colorado State Demography Office)
• Slide 39: Colorado State Demography Office
• Slide 41: BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
• Slide 42: Colorado Energy and Carbon Management Commission (permits); BLS QCEW (employment) 
• Slide 43: Freddie Mac Primary Mortgage Market Survey (via FRED)
• Slides 44-45: Colorado Association of Realtors
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